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August Meeting  

The August meeting is cancelled. Same reason as prior months.  

We have heard they University Club is able to admit limited num-
bers of people and we are working on perhaps having a September 
cookout in the outdoor pavilion. It has 8 tables. Folks could also 
bring chairs.  

Menu would be something along the lines of a simple hot dog and 
chips cookout. BYOB, or buy water and soft drinks there. Breake-
ven pricing on the dogs and chips to cover pavilion rental.  

If we can get a projector and then the presentation could be pre-
sented so people could social distance. A surf speaker was planned 
as we are getting into some great surf fishing weather. People are 
catching citation sea mullet, pompano, real nice speckled trout, red 
drum, and (drum roll) ……...flounder season is open!! 

 

More to come. Just trying to be careful as many of our members 
are in the at-risk category.   

 

Club Shirts 

 

We have 2020 Club T-shirts and Performance 
shirts available for purchase. See that page in 
this news letter.  
 

             Raleigh Saltwater 
              

          Sport Fishing Club 
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TENTATIVE  Schedule of events, meeting, etc. for 2020.   

Club Board has the following events in the planning stage 
but presented here to inform membership of what they are 
working one.  Subject to change.   

8/11 OFFICERS’ MEETING (Virtual)  

8/18 Capt. Noah Lynk ,  Officer election      

9/8  OFFICERS’ MEETING 

9/15 Surf fishing - Bernie McCants 

9/19 OLD DRUM OUTING    Director Mike Davis 

10/10 FALL SURF OUTING HATTERAS   Co-Director 
John Sandri    

10/13 OFFICERS’ MEETING 

10/20 Collins Marine  

11/10 OFFICERS’ MEETING   Social and Holiday Parties   

11/14 KING or WAHOO OUTING (Event Director?) 

11/17 SOCIAL  (TBD) 

12/1  OFFICERS’ MEETING   2021 Kick-off   Holiday 
Party 

12/8 HOLIDAY (Christmas) PARTY    ELK’S  Lodge    

12/12 GASTON STRIPER OUTING with Lake Gaston 
Striper Club  (Event Director?) 

 

 NEWSLETTER  
EDITORS 

Bernie McCants 
919 602-4516 

bernie.mccants@gmail.com 

Bo Nowell  
919 362-1762 

Bonowell@aol.com 

Jim Beetham 
919 801-0387 

jbeetham83@gmail.com 

. Support our Sponsors 
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Full moon, Solunar Tables, do they work? Dr. Bogus article/  
                

Not much fishing for me this week, had a customer-surf fishing lessons-at Pier Point Condos. Surf still muddy and full of weeds, 
eel grass and the rusted Brillo -Pad red stuff from offshore. Today surf still a bit cloudy bus best I’ve seen since Isaias. No fish at 
the pier today, king guys can’t get bait, but several days this week massive schools of menhaden have shown up and passing the 
pier. Get ready; the first mullet blow occurs historically on average on August 29th, my first day of fall. 
 
We just survived another named storm, although we had a devil of a time pronouncing Isaias. Her along Coastal Carolina it was 
mainly a wind event and not a rain event. At my abode off Coast Guard Road we had house mostly “dry” shaking gusts of wind 
from about 1:30 to 3:30 during early morning sleepy time. My NOAA rain gauge gave me only 1.25-inches of rain. The “dry” 
part resulted in a lot of salt assaulting out trees, bushes and in my yard my herbal plants as well causing much of the vegetation 
getting salt burned on the south side of the plant. Just look at the trees and bushes, currently all brown from this assault.  
 
So what effect did Isaias have on out fishing?  On Tuesday morning after the storm, as I was getting my morning water tempera-
tures, I noticed that the water at Bogue Pier and out several miles wasn’t just dirty but it was seemingly nearly pure mud, and 
weedy mud at that. Here it is a week later and surprisingly the surf is still cloudy and weedy. Surf and pier catching came to a 
screeching halt, especially if you are like me focusing mainly on metal, plastic and occasionally wood. But bait fishing has pro-
duced sea mullet and very nice catches of post-storm black drum on shrimp, crabs and sand fleas. The new-ish size and bag limit 
restriction have really worked for the black drum. 
 
Storms are disruptive creating rough surf, dirty water and providing an unruly slug of fresh water, conditions that drop surface 
water temperatures via mixing scattering bait and target fish alike. In the summer it’s tropical disturbances that provide excite-
ment, offseason Nor’easters do the damage. In the fall often beach nourishment muddies our beach fishing holes. 
 
When looking outside and checking the wind status and trying to decide if it’s worth fishing, check out this little poem: When 
the wind is from the east the fish bite least, When the wind is from the west the fish bite best, When the wind is from the north 
the prudent angler goes not forth, When the wind is from the south it blows the hook from the fish’s mouth. So speaking of fish-
ing “lore” how about John Alden Knight’s Solunar Tables a.k.a. the Farmer’s Almanac of hunting and fishing. We will take on 
this topic next week…so Knight’s tables, are they Astrology or Science. I’m sure we all have our opinions and experiences. 
 
Rather than dwelling on the negative, I’ll only dwell on the positive and maybe some in-between. After the storm to be pro-
nounced later, that is “ees-ah-EE-ahs” the Neuse River fired up with slot drum and citation oldies to 50-plus inches coming 
alive. Natural baits, popping corks all landing good numbers of fish and there are still trout in the mix too and if you get there at 
daybreak give top-water a try. 
 
Although water close to the beach is still clearing up, the Spanish bite from three to five miles out is still great with fish up to 
five-pounds in the mix, with the kings moved a bit farther out. I say the kings are a bit farther out, but I have a feeling that will 
be back along the beach soon. Why? The menhaden have moved in in big numbers. On Sunday I counted at least 10-pods sur-
rounding Bogue Pier and they have been attracting notice by Spanish and skying kings tearing them up. We may also see some 
tarpon action for the same reason as they start to make their way back south. 
 
Inside fishing has held up pretty well, targets being rhythm and blues (red and black) drum, sheepshead and some trout activity. 
Work the marshes and oyster bars on the early falling tide, and there are flounder there too. Fish are from Harker’s marshes to 
the Haystacks and Core Creek. Around Swansboro and over to the New River where the trout action is still great with big she 
fish in the mix.  There are also decent catches of slot reds in the White Oak River around the docks and those big oyster bars in 
the River too. I haven’t heard of catches there but don’t forget Queens Creek as well. 
 
One of the locations that has and continues to produce is the whole area between the Atlantic Beach Causeway and Morehead/
Beaufort High-rise Bridge and all the port area in-between. These regions have produced R&B drum, sheepshead, gray and 
speckled trout and yes them their flounders on live mullet minnows and even some decent croakers too. 
 
I said that I wasn’t going to dwell on the bad news, but I need to at least address the ocean fishing piers. Oceanana Pier reports 
snapper blues ad speckled trout. Bogus Pier Fishing has been slow and not many of the regulars even fishing. Few Spanish, some 
croakers and small spots and a few flounder, not much else. No kings but depending on the day, many schools of menhaden or 
nothing. Seaview Pier reports a bunch of kings (6), Spanish black drum a tarpon and some flounder. Also schools of menhaden 
reported. Surf City Pier reports a couple of kings this week,  a few big Spanish, some bottom action but “not enough to brag 
about” so they said. Jolly Roger reports slow fishing but they did weigh in a king, released an over-slot red drum and a few 
Spanish. 
 
Now, “ready, set, go” kaboom! The pent up flounder frenzy will be unleashed 12:01 AM Sunday, August 16, 2020. With the 
founder season being pretty much closed since Florence, nearly two years, there are plenty of flounder out there. My guess is 
that in the six-week season we may land a full season’s worth of fish. The fishing pressure will be enormous and the flounder 
will be hit hard. Remember the bag limit is still four per day with a minimum of 15-inches in length.  (Continued on next page)  
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Measure twice, fillet once! The season will end September 30, 2020. We all have seen the photos of honest 
anglers releasing fish the last few weeks, many of them citation fish. I know it was hard, but thanks. 
 
Finally, where da blues??? …really! 
 
 Be kind, be safe, catch fish leave the turtle nests and unexploded ordnance alone and enjoy. 
  
 

Marine Fisheries to issue North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament ci-
tations for flounder 
 

Recreational flounder season starts August 16.  
 
MOREHEAD CITY – The Division of Marine Fisheries will issue North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tour-
nament citations for flounder catches that weigh 5 pounds or more during the recreational flounder season, 
which begins Sunday. 
 
Anglers who wish to apply for a flounder citation will need to use a new, online form. The fish must still 
be weighed at one of the Official North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament Weigh Stations. Citations 
will not be issued for released fish. 
 
A North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament citation is a certificate, suitable for framing, that shows 
the name of the angler and the species, weight, and date of the catch. The division suspended issuing cita-
tions for flounder when the recreational season closed in August last year. 
 
The 2020 recreational flounder season opens at 12:01 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 16, in North Carolina internal 
and ocean waters. The season will close at midnight Sept. 30. 
 
The minimum size limit will remain at 15 inches total length, and the creel limit will remain at four fish 
per person per day during the open recreational season. There is no vessel limit. Recreational flounder gig-
ging is allowed. 
 
All species of flounder are managed under the same recreational regulations. 
 
Recreational fishermen using gill nets with a Recreational Commercial Gear License may set nets only 
when both the commercial and recreational seasons are open (Sept. 15 to Sept. 30 in the Northern Manage-
ment Area, which includes Albemarle, Roanoke, and Croatan sounds and their tributaries). Recreational 
size and creel limits apply. 
 
Additionally, anglers are encouraged to donate the carcasses of any flounder meeting the legal minimum 
size limit to the division’s Carcass Collection Program. Division biologists will measure the fish, deter-
mine the sex, if possible, and remove the otoliths (ear bones) to determine the age of the fish. The infor-
mation collected will be used in future stock assessments. http://www.ncmarinefisheries.net. 
 
Bogus Notes: 1) Check me out at www.Facebook.com/Dr.Bogus. Log onto my web site at both fresh and 
www.ncoif.com, I have lots of new articles and making it better than ever. 3) "Ask Dr. Bogus" is on the 
radio every Monday 7:30 AM, WTKF 107.1 FM 1240 AM. The show is also replayed on Sunday morning 
at 6 AM. Call in and Ask Dr. Bogus, 800.818.2255. 3) I’m located at 118 Conch Ct. in “Sea Dunes”, just 
off Coast Guard Rd., Emerald Isle, NC 28594. Mailing address is P.O. Box 5225, Emerald Isle, NC 28594. 
Don’t forget a gift certificate for your favorite angler for fishing lessons or my totally Bogus Fishing Re-
port subscription. Please stop by at any time and say “Hi” (252.354.4905). 
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Support our Sponsors 

Found on FaceBook 
 

Looks like RSWSFC Board members, Greg Brissette and Fred Adams, took 
advantage of the opening with some pretty flounder.  Fred with a citation.   

 

CCA MEMBERSHIP REWARDS!  

 

Must act to renew this week to win prizes!  

 

CCA can’t get together this year, so they are celebrating CCA NC Mem-
bership Week this week with a special chapter membership raffle offer for 

all new and renewing members this week only. 

 
Purchase your membership online this week and all new and renew-

ing Triangle Chapter members will be entered for a chance to win an 

Engel CCA Cooler, a pair of Costa sunglasses, or a CCA rod and Star 

reel combo. Three chances to win! 

 

In addition, if you renew at the $50 Coastal Caretaker level you will re-
ceive two special chapter membership raffle tickets, and an additional 

chapter membership raffle ticket for every additional $50 donation! 

 

Your continued membership helps ensure that our coastal resources are 
healthy and available for everyone to enjoy now and in the future. Can-

celed spring banquets and fading prospects for fall banquets could mean 

the loss of close to 50% of our annual operating budget and 50% of our 
memberships. Your support this week is crucial to stemming that tide. 

 

Renew your CCA NC membership today: ccanc.org/join-ccanc/ and 
please consider adding an additional contribution for conservation in 

North Carolina. The chapter raffle drawing for your chance to win an En-

gel Cooler, a pair of Costa sunglasses, or a CCA rod and Star reel combo 

will be held this Friday –  so act now! 
 

Thanks for your support!  

http://ccanc.org/join-ccanc/
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RSWSC T-Shirts 
The price for short sleeve t-shirts is $20 each See next page for pictures.  The price for the long sleeve Performance T-shirts is 
$35 We paid from $15.65 to $19.75 for the short sleeve shirts (smaller shirts cost less while larger shirts cost us more}. Perfor-
mance long sleeves were also more expensive at $28/ We also paid a tax and processing fee of $200. So this is almost break even 
pricing.   
If you want to purchase, please reach out to Ron Reijerkerk reijerke@gmail.com  919-846-088 to purchase via credit card.  
 
We will work with you to arrange picking up your shirts at a convenient time and location. If you want the shirts shipped, we will 
have to add a packaging and mailing fee which is yet to be determined.   

See also next page for short sleeve t-shirts.  

mailto:reijerke@gmail.com
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CAPE HATTERAS ANGLERS TOURNAMENT—Week Nov 1-7 
 

UPDATE: Sadly the CHAC tournament has been cancelled this year.  A lot of older CHAC club 
members that make the tournament run as well as the judges on the beach to score the fish necessitated 
cancellation in the face of the uncertainty with the COVID-19 risks.   
 
At this time, with the cottage rented, there is an opportunity to have a whole week of “fun” surf fishing.  
There may be availability in the cottage especially for some newer members who have had not had an 
opportunity to surf fish with RSWSFC members.   
 
In addition, members Bernie McCants, Bo Nowell, Dan Sitko and Duke Emerson will be down that week as 
well (sorry, cottage is full).  We probably have a team fun tournament in memory of Dick Emerson in 2018 
and fished on the BaitWasters from 1992-2017.  Hope we will get some from the Raleigh team cottage to 
participate as well.   
 
If you are down this week, by all means let the RSWSFC and BaitWaster teams know so we can “hook up” 
on the beach and swap fishing information.  

 
Previous info from Jim Beethan modified with tournament cancellation: The RSWSC is fishing (or at least 
intends to fish) the Cape Hatteras Anglers Club (CHAC) tournament this year.  Cost should be around $325.   
 
The Sea King cottage has been rented for the week 11/1/2020 to 11/8/2020.  Jim paid for insurance this year 
just in case of cancellation for any reason.    
 
If you are interested in fishing on the team, please contact Jim Beetham via email.  
jbeetham83@gmail.com.  
 
Generally, prior team members get first chance to return so that we have leadership on how to fish a 
tournament,  but new anglers are always welcome.  
 
Even if not on the team, it will be an inexpensive week at the beach with lots of great anglers and usually, 
lots of good fish to eat.  
 
There are certain tournament strategies, skills, and rules that can make the difference when fishing a good 
place badly or a bad place successfully. One rod in the water per angler. Rods at ready for quick re-cast and 
to deal with gear or tackle malfunctions.   
 
All must be efficient in keeping bait and lines in the water for the longest time during fishing hours.   
 
Great fishing to all!  Jim 
 
Note to newer members (Bernie) :  This is a great opportunity to better get to know Club members who 
share a love of surf fishing.   
 
In addition to the Club team and cottage, the BaitWasters team is also down with four other Club members.  
Also the two teams get together for a mixer during the week.  If you are down that week and staying in 
another cottage/motel, please let Jim Beetham or Bernie McCants know so we can “hook up” on the beach 
during the week.    
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Fisheries group follows through on threat, sues to stop N.C. inshore shrimp trawling   
Dan Kibler Inshore Fishing. Carolina Sportsman Magazine 

 
NCCFRG said state hasn’t made any effort to restrict trawling activities that violate Clean Waters Act 
Two months after warning the state of North Carolina that it planned to file suit, a conservation group 
punched the button on Aug. 5 in U.S. District Court. 
 
 
The N.C. Coastal Fisheries Reform Group (NCCFRG) filed a federal suit charging that the defendants — 
the owners of a handful of large shrimp trawlers, the N.C. Department of Environmental Quality and the 
N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries — have been damaging or allowing the damage of state waters in viola-
tion of the federal Clean Waters Act, because shrimp-trawling operations in the state’s sounds and coastal 
rivers has resulted in the discard of millions of pounds of finfish caught incidentally in trawl nets. 
 
“We didn’t want to end up in court, but we ran out of good-faith options. Two months ago we reached out 
to the state and to the industry,” said Joe Albea of Winterville, N.C., long-time host and producer of UNC-
TV’s Carolina Outdoors Journal and one of five NCCFRG principals listed on the lawsuit. “This matter of 
industrial-sized shrimp trawlers going into our inshore waters and killing millions of finfish and tearing up 
the bottom has to stop.  
 
Finfish dumping violates the Clean Water Act, says NCCFRG.  “If the politicians won’t do the right thing 
and make common-sense regulations reform, it’s time for the Court to weigh in.” 
 
NCCFRG filed a Notice of Intent to file suit in mid-May, giving the state and shrimpers 60 days to work out 
some kind of agreement that would address the group’s complaint. Albea said the matter was discussed by 
both plaintiffs and defendants, but defendants refused to give any ground, so the suit was filed in the Eastern 
District of U.S. District Court. 
 
NCCFRG’s charges are three-fold: that large, shrimp-trawling operations violate the Clean Water Act by 
dumping millions of pounds of finfish caught in their nets into state waters and by the disturbance of sedi-
ments on the bottom of bodies of water, and that the NCDEQ and NCDMF are failing to uphold North Car-
olina’s Public Trust Doctrine by allowing, and even encouraging such activities.  
 
(Dan Kibler is managing editor of Carolina Sportsman Magazine. If every fish were a redfish and every big-game animal a wild 
turkey, he wouldn’t ever complain. His writing and photography skills have earned him numerous awards throughout his career.)  
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FLOUNDER SEASON IS OPEN!  HERE ARE SOME TIPS! 

From the COASTAL CAROLINA FISHERMAN by author Tim Wilson 

 

Looking for ways to make your next flounder fishing trip more successful? Then take a look 
at these easy tips on things you can do to increase your catch. These are tricks that can help 
you out smart even the smartest flatfish. 

Follow the Trail. When looking for bait in the shallows, look for flounder trails. These are 
the areas that the flounder has been buried in the sandy bottom. Flounder trails can indicate 
an area that is prone to holding flounder. 

Know Your Area. When you find a great spot for catching flounder, there are many times 
additional productive spots nearby. Slowly work the nearby areas and find those additional 
hot spots. Make sure to note those spots in your fishing log with the information like tide 
status, water temp and time of day. 

Use the Bump and Roll Technique. When looking for a new flounder spot, allow your boat 
to slowly drift near the banks with the current while allowing your bait to bump along the 
bottom. This will tell the type of bottom as well as attracting any flounder that may hit the 
bait. This tactic allows you to cover a lot of fishing ground more effectively than sitting in 
one place. 

Lead the Flounder From Line Cutting Structure. When fishing around docks and other 
structure that can lead to a cut line, lead the fish away prior to setting the hook. Once you 
feel a bump, slowly retrieve the bait, allowing the flounder to follow it until the line is clear 
of the dock structure, then set the hook. 

Find Clean Water. Fast moving water means less water clarity and this means that it’s harder 
for the flounder to see the bait. Since the flat fish is commonly stationary and waiting for the 
bait to swim by, the clear water will make it easier to see your bait. 

 

Don’t Give Up On the Oyster Beds. While we many times favor the sandy bottoms where 
the flounder will burrow, the oyster beds can also hold flounder as well. Throw a rig that can 
float above the oysters to avoid being snagged or a rig that can bounce. Flounder many times 
uses an oyster bed as a location of protection. 

 

Move Slow and Look For Holes. When looking for flounder in the creeks, don’t overlook 
the middle of the creek for holes. Troll slowly over the deeper water looking for drop offs 
and holes with your depth finder that can hold lots of flounder. 

 

Patience Is Your Friend. Flounder is one of the most patient fish there is. That means you 
have to have the same or patience to catch them. When you feel the bump, don’t react. 
Instead, give the flounder several seconds to commit and start pulling the line. Then you 
have him.  ### 
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Probably the man who did the most to advance the art and science of distance casting in the U.S. and throughout the 

RSWSC FISHING REPORT CARD 
Angler (Club Member):______________________________ 
(Age if Junior/Youth angler) ____________ 
 

Small Boat Charter Pier  Surf  (Circle one) 
   
Location: _____________________________________Date:_______________ 
 

Best Catch: Species:________________________________________________ 
 

 Weight________ lbs._______ oz ________  Length __________ (inches) 
  

 Released? Yes  No (Circle one) 
 

Comments: _______________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Drop card off at meeting or 

Email your report to:  Bernie.mccants@gmail or Bonowell@aol.com  

Also submit information in a fishing report for the Newsletter  

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

    Renewals — Please only enter changed information  
   
Name:___________________________________________________  New member 
  Include spouse’s/children name if family membership    Renewal 
 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________ State: _____  Zip: __________ 

Home phone:_________________ Work Phone: ______________Cell______________  

E-mail address: ___________________________ Boat Name: ___________________ 
 
 
Dues: Single - $50:   Family - $60:    Sponsor (business card) - $130:  
Corresponding (newsletter only) -  $25:  (Corresponding not eligible for catch awards or ban-
quet attendance)  
 
(Note: larger sponsor ads or short term ads are available and negotiable. Contact a club officer  

Mail to:RSWSC, PO Box 41427, Raleigh, NC 27629  
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Past Speakers List  and contact information 
 

Presenter   Website/Email   Topic Phone  

Rusty Dunnavant   rusty01@gmail.com Striper Fishing  

Rob Koraly   www.sandbarsafari.com Bonita Fishing   252-725-4614 

Capt Bryan Goodwin   www.nativeguide.net   Light tackle fishing   252 725-3961 

Dave Anderson   www.collinsboating.com   Engine & Boat Maintenance   919 934-3143 

Jerry Dilsaver   captjery@captjerry.com   Throwing Casting Nets    

Dick Brame dbrame55@gmail.com   Fishing Issues    

Fuzzy Lambert   www.dunkilewisinc.com   Humming Bird Electronics   336 416-3733 

Capt George Beckwith   www.downeastguideservice.com  252 671-3434  

James Garner   www.otseg@aol.com   Boat Building w/Hi Tech 
Composites   

 

Robbie Hall   hallemincharters@yahoo.com   Fishing in Emerald Isle /
Swansboro   

252-354-6692 

Capt Daniel Jarvas   www.flatfootcharters.com   Bonita Fishing in New River 
Inlet   

828-308-6726 

Capt. Gary Dubiel   www.specfever.com/blog   Large Drum on artificial bait   252-249-1520 

Capt Dave Tilley  www.portal.ncdenr.org/web/
mf/home  

 910-456-0611 

Seth Vernon   www.captainsethvernon.com Double Haul Guide Service   910-233-4520  

Gary Ballard www.deepcreeklures.com  
www.captaingarysproducts.com 

Deep Creek Lures & Cap-
tain Gary's Marine Care 
Products  

(910) 892-1791  

Capt. Richard Andrews http://tarpamguide.com/ Tar-Pam Guide Service (252) 945-9715  

Seaview Pier www.seaviewfishingpier.com  910-328-3172  

Captain Greg Griffin  greg@greggofish.com Greggofish Guide Service  919-434-4183 

Captain Stewart Merritt  www.saltairventures.com/
contact 

Salt Air Ventures 252-725-1725 

Jody Gay Bluewatercandylures.com Blue Water Candy 910-270-3718 

Capt Bobby Brewer www.baldheadbobby.com Baldheaded Bobby Guide 
Service 

919-349-6112 

http://www.downeastguideservice.com
http://www.flatfootcharters.com
http://www.specfever.com/blog
http://www.portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/home
http://www.portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/home
http://www.captainsethvernon.com
http://www.deepcreeklures.com
http://www.captaingarysproducts.com
http://tarpamguide.com/
http://www.seaviewfishingpier.com
mailto:greg@greggofish.com
http://www.saltairventures.com/contact
http://www.saltairventures.com/contact
mailto:greg@greggofish.com
http://www.baldheadbobby.com/

